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The word gospel means “good news.” Many know this to be true, but what kind of good news 

is it? Why do we need the gospel in the first place? Ephesians 2:1-3 describes the condition of man as 

sinful, alienated from God, and spiritually dead. This is a situation in which man is in dire need of 

rescuing, of good news. There are many answers and speculations to just what this good news is. If one 

were to ask the average church goer, could they explain what the gospel is? What about a pastor or 

church leader? Perhaps some would struggle to find an adequate or satisfying answer to an enquirer, 

and others would knock it out of the park. Don’t be discouraged; have hope. We have something better 

than guesses and speculations to help us out here. We have the revealed word of God. The gospel we 

are to proclaim is not a mystery to God’s people; he has not commanded us to share something we 

know nothing about. Peter’s sermon in Acts chapter two summarizes what the gospel is. It is helpful to 

think through this passage with three categories in mind: revelation (what God did), response (what we 

do), and result (what God gives)1.  

Revelation  

First Peter begins by showing us that Jesus fulfills the promise of a Messiah, not just any 

Messiah, but THE divine Messiah who performed many signs and miracles all attesting to his divinity 

(v.22). God became a man in the incarnation, to be with his people and to save them from their 

bondage to sin and death through his life, substitutionary death on a cross, and resurrection from the 

dead (v.23-32).  Jesus died on the cross as our savior for our sin, and God the Father raised him from 

the dead according to his purposes and in fulfillment of OT prophecy. Secondly, Peter proclaims that 

the Father has exalted his son Jesus to sit at his right hand in triumph over the spiritual powers of the 

world; and pours out the promised Holy Spirit on believers in fulfillment of OT prophecy as well (v. 

32-35). 

Response 

In response to this revelation, we are made aware of our need for salvation, humbly confess our 

sin and brokenness to God, and begin placing our trust and belief in Him and what he was done for us 

in Jesus. This is expressed in deep, heartfelt, genuine repentance (v.36-38). Repentance is a gift and 

work of the Holy Spirit in which He empowers the person to acknowledge their sin, and results in 

changed thoughts, attitudes, desires, and actions of a person toward God and his will for their lives. It 

brings about first a changed heart (values, beliefs, priorities, what is good and bad etc.), which then 

produces a changed lifestyle and world view that desires to honor God. The second response Peter 

commands is that of trust, belief and obedience, to and in the revealed message about Jesus through 
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Spirit-empowered faith (v. 38-41). Simply put, faith is taking God at his word, and trusting all that I 

have and am to him, including where I’ll be in eternity. All of these realities are seen in the physical 

expression of baptism in which we identify with Christ in his death and resurrection through 

repentance and faith (v. 38, 41).   

Result 

 What does Peter tell us is the result of the acceptance of the gospel in Acts two? We are granted 

forgiveness of sins, freely and completely forgiven, and we are recipients of God’s Spirit who brings 

new and unending life (v.38). We receive the gift of justification, imputed righteousness, (forgiveness 

and acceptance) by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, apart from all works at the time of 

conversion. Through the indwelling Holy Spirit we also receive imparted righteousness as we are 

regenerated and given a new heart at the time of conversion. This is not of our own accord, but in 

concert with the Spirit. This result of individually changed lives flowers into communities of changed 

lives making up the church that is to be united in Christ, committed to God, and devoted to its mission 

(v.42-47, Matt. 28:18-20). 

The Role of the Gospel in the Life of a Believer 

 The role of the gospel in the life of a believer is to produce people who love God and love 

others (Matt. 22:34-40). Our primary need, as human beings, is the presence of God. We were created 

to live in intimate relationship with our heavenly father, and to be like him (Gen. 1:26-27; 1 Pet. 1:16). 

How do we do this? That is the work of the gospel. If the purpose of man is to glorify God and enjoy 

him forever, as the Westminster Shorter Catechism states, which I think is correct, then we have work 

to do as we operate in our relationship with God. That work is one in which the Holy Spirit works 

through us to conform us into the image of Jesus. We are called to make ourselves do things we would 

not naturally do. Through the Spirit, we are given power to do these things in order to accomplish our 

new desire, also given us by the Spirit, to be more like our creator. I believe Donald Whitney is correct 

in asserting that God primarily uses three catalysts for effecting our growth in Christlikeness: people 

(Prov. 27:17), circumstances (Rom. 8:28), and spiritual disciplines (1 Tim. 4:7) (p.10-11). The 

circumstances of our lives and the people we are around, we have little if any control over. When it 

comes to spiritual disciplines, however, we do have control. Our dedication to our spiritual formation 

will profoundly affect the rest of our lives. If we’re undisciplined we will fail to operate in a way that 

honors God in our relationships and the circumstances that surround us. We will be ill-equipped to 
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handle the hardships life throws our way. We weren’t saved to coast through life, but to expand and 

promote the kingdom of God. 

Maturing and disciplined Christians understand that God has created us to do good works (Eph. 

2:4-10). We were saved by the grace of God for a purpose, to grow in godliness by doing good works. 

We show our faith to be authentic by the fruit that our lives produce. We glorify and honor God by 

producing good fruit (1 Pet. 2:12; Matt. 5:16). What Paul is saying in Ephesians 2:4-10 is really 

twofold. First, salvation is from the Lord alone (Ps. 3:8; Isa. 12:2; Jonah 2:9). Second, we were created 

to function best, and enjoy things to the utmost when we do life as God originally intended it. Adam 

and Eve were not created so that they could run around and do whatever they pleased. They were given 

commands, duties, and jobs (Gen. 1-3). When God saves us he expects for us to live distinctly from the 

world, with a purpose, doing good works, and growing more and more into the image of His son Jesus 

Christ. This is how life can be enjoyed to the fullest. We walk out this newness of life in community 

seeking to reach the lost in the world. We practice the spiritual disciplines not to earn favor or bend 

God’s ear, but rather from a position of gratitude because we are already loved, accepted, and adopted 

by our heavenly father. Spiritual disciplines are those things we do as believers of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ that promote spiritual growth (Bible intake, prayer, mediation, church membership, solitude, 

silence, service etc.). They are how we encounter the living God, and fuel us for ministry and service. 

They help us to navigate our relationships with people and our circumstances in a god-glorifying way. 

Those who truly understand grace realize that they have full acceptance by the Father in Christ and are 

utterly dependent upon God. The practice of spiritual disciplines demonstrates our reliance upon the 

creator and sustainer of the universe. They prepare us to interact lovingly and faithfully with people, 

and in the situations and circumstances we find ourselves in daily. 

Living a disciplined life sounds like a lot of work. In fact, it is. A major implication of the call 

of the gospel is a dying to self (Matt. 16:25; Lk. 9:23; Phil. 2:3-4; Gal. 2:20; Eph.4:22-24) However, 

Scripture teaches that rather than discipline being chained to drudgery, it actually shows us that it leads 

to freedom, joy, and the way God intended life to be. Proverbs, for example, holds little hope for those 

who lack discipline (Prov. 12:1; 5:23). Consider this for a moment. The beginning artist will soon quit 

painting if they are never shown a work by Van Gogh, Monet, or Da Vinci. Likewise, a beginning 

carpenter who can’t draw a straight line with a level, will be frustrated if never shown a house fully 

framed, or dining room set at completion. Both cases above demonstrate that discipline in life leads to 

greater freedom and enjoyment. The more a painter learns and grows, the more he or she are able to 
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create, the more beautiful the painting becomes, and the more enjoyable the work. Same could be said 

for the carpenter respectively. There are things the disciplined can do that the unruly cannot. This is 

counter-cultural in an American society today that defies discipline and says, “No! Indulgence is how 

you really feel free!” However, Scripture reminds us to press in and pursue holiness, remembering and 

longing for our end destination. We must have a goal that pulls us into the future. Think eternally. The 

gospel helps us to live life this way. It helps us to see the parameters God has given us to live in as 

good and right. When we know who we are, where we have been, and what has been accomplished for 

us, we have great capacity to love and serve others from a heart that is driven by pure motives and love 

for God and neighbor. If we have been born again (Jn. 3:3-8), we have the hope and promise of 

becoming like our savior (1 Jn. 3:2; Rom. 8:28; Eph. 1:13-14). The Holy Spirit gives us new desires 

and causes us to walk in newness of life (2 Cor. 3:18; Col. 3). That’s’ the role of the gospel, to make a 

completely new creation of us.  
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